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Epithelial-mesenchymal transition and cancer stem cells in tumor metastasis

YIN Fan, XU Xia,ZHAO Dong-bao*
Department of Rheumatology and Immunology. Changhai Hospital. Second Military Medical University, Shanghai 200433, China

[Abstract] The epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT) is characterized by absence of epithelial phenotype and acquiring
of mesenchymal properties. EMT participates not only in normal embryonic development, wound healing and tissue
reconstruction, but also in various pathologic processes, including fibrosis and carcinogenesis. EMT can facilitate the invasion
and metastasis of cancer cells to distant tissues, and confer the metastatic cancer cells self-renewal ability of stem cells,
contributing to macroscopical metastasis formation and multiple resistance to treatment. Recent studies have revealed that
several transcription factors, signaling pathways, microRNAs and microenvironment components are involved in this process.
Here we summarize the recent progress on the roles of EMT and cancer stem cells in tumor metastasis, hoping to provide new
insights in target therapy of tumor metastasis and recurrence.
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FEFEH Y, MR T 408 (cancer stem cells, CSCs) 42 i 98 %%
R & R BN K R 57 2 B b 88 40 A v ik d i -

YRR 2 LS K AN B, 57 5 b B 200 M B 7% o 275 4 TR 2T 4
WMOE A IR R BN R RS SCOR bR oh et 40 A 1 B
AR NI FE B A 2N R o B 0] 5T A0 I AR Y, OBR B s
Sy AE 7 {7 i 96 A0 D A R 3 A R L IR AR UL AN I B A T

J% 8] 5 5% 4k Cepithelial-mesenchymal transition, EMT) ¥4 75 24
CSCs., WL &% EMT K& CSCs M6 97 5 7 B2 K& 15 g Y
BRI 4 w5 Db 5 1 3 1 AR AR I ]
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&, EMT B—MZ 5 BRI 3 352 g 72, b B 4l i 17 A 5

[KRmAH] 2011-05-13
[E£WAE]
Medical University (MS2010099).

[(#EZHH] 2011-10-10

BEAE ., PRS0 RT k AR R
(mesenchymal-epithelial transitions, MET) 3¢ & % 40 ity 8] %
e K A0 A RNTITE LR RS AL

EMT 19 % A= th it 968 o 2R 35 o (3% 1) J5T 40 A () 5 52 1 4
Ji0 | I 2 2T A A A S B AR G AR S TS EMT-#% 5t
PR T o UL 4 TR A S A 46 AN A B B 4 3 AR K
N, 4% Ak A4 K 7 B(transforming growth factor B, TGF-
B) .3 M A= K H F (epithelial growth factor, EGF) Fl i £F 4 41
M4 K H 7 (fibroblast growth factor, FGF)%M | &5 EMT
(¥ 5% 3¢ P F L5 Snail, Slug, Twist, ZEB1 il ZEB2 (SIP1) L)

B TR R K SE B H RE 1 B 3R R 2 4 (MS2010099). Supported by Undergraduate Innovation Ability Fund of Second Military

[EEBN] B M3 2B R R B 2 N 2004 2% 51, E-mail: ying2124 @sina. com
* 1B {5 1E & (Corresponding author). Tel; 021-81873314, E-mail: zhaodongbao@ medmail. com. cn



+ 1358«

TP R 2011 4E 12 AL 32 %

K FOXC2 4, X 2P 7 {9 A B4 FH B 4 53 EMT, M f2
PEMORE R RS . A4 EMT B4 P E-45 %6 8 B (E-cadherin)
6 20 M 285 B 43— 3R 3K R R T B 22 I (vimentin) (A R H
(fibronectin) % [0] Jit & 4 & 15 I #4., E-cadherin #J 7% 1k &
EMT #9 F 20 B A RBW T HE EMT kK AEMEZE

PR
2 CSCs EMERBHHIER

P I 7L AR O L O LR L R 3R e R T A AR 4R
b 98 S AETE CSCs, 2006 4F 3 B AE F 58 M3 45 (Ameri-
can Association for Cancer Research, AACR) ¥ B 988 T 48 fif
FE SR AT I b iy B SR A FR SR Re O, IR e
7 R ) oAb R B Tl 40 L 0 40 il 0T CSCs 78 i i
HAIE L AT BE R R T R SRR 2 AR R (i) 2 A e A I I H T4
ML % A B0 28 A8 AL A0 T 2 o Ak i s A i ™ . B al
WFSE A Sy Py 440 B G [ 1% T 200 1 — F 32 ZE R AE L 46 C
R B F B A8 o Koor b v RE . bR T AN AR B 3R T B
S8 M B FR A L TR e BE AN TR AR R 43 A S A R 4N i
7= A R A S B . CSCs 30 HL v i R it % E = B0 M L X
B AT AN USRS R R S HRB N IERZ -,

CSCs AL 5 b 189 &2 & o6 R & V), B 5 0 i 1) (2
ZE VR VAR DG L 5 iR 2R 1 I R R TR . 4 R B
TR R SRR A Tl 98 A0 AR A R Ak A B, I A 4 )
KR AL BRI A LT 0. 02 % 40 IS RE IR A I TR _E W LAY
EERGALTST RIRE 5 82 BN L e B R ke 4 SR S
EF 240 I B O R R R B L A B R e Ab 1 R A L R
2 3 O 0 PN 396 L I 3 EL AR A I 8 A0 A 4 & T 8 i g e
CSCs HA T 4u i A T B 3 5 S R AR P T 6e L iF A 5%
RO R &% B J5 AR A P RE LR <RI EE T,

Liu 20 [ & CDa4beh /CD24 /o 3| g 46 - 40 M 55 1F &
FLIR R A0 R A, R LT 186 MM EM K EH I
PR X RN G SRR K R AR B
X, WAHAN. ERBIARBEREENEHE LN T CD447/
CD24 /"™ 4 ff, 107 15 48 Hh 475 #5973 40 i 29 72 % CSCs, $2
78 CD44"sh /CD24 /v 32 A1 7L B 98 T 40 M 7 B B b B A 2k
RS IR S R R Yang 25020 SR 3 20 40 i 4
ARATHTT 9 R RSN R RE A, R 91, 6 %6 Y LA v TT L)
K CDA5~ CD44 " CD90 ™ F R CSCs, H4 BL3E CSCs glifb )5
R M 2 G PR BRI /N BL L GIE S H B B M BUR KRR .
Nishii 457 & 3 8 # CSCs 5 4 3 [ 87 40 i A H L o2- . o5-.
B3-.B5-4& A FE M CD44 S5 R Mt 47 F B W, W & 5 Y i
JEHE % %%, Hermann 50 WF 5% JE IR % & B, CXCR4™/
CD133" CSCs 2 M 6 7% iy b 2558 .

3 EMT 5P9E T 40 R BX & 12 e it R

EMT B CSCs #5578 32 1] AR 7] 14 £ 1 oK 48 7 i
S I HE SR (R T AR RO BB A N7 Hb OB BT A A W ok
Brabletz ST ERF 58 N 25 W 1 W i A5 4 1) % 30 7 W Oge 17 58
fE BRI, kA EMT W MR 40 ik 2 B T 40 R R
PG AR B A IR AY | R R DA S 3 MR T 2%

AT b M O it EMT 3845 56 58 68 J 19 i 4 i ok %
F M8 1 40 2 (mobile cancer stem cells, mCSCs) ; i KX 1E1E
TR 2o A 9 DX, 2 455 D 08 B AR IS O REAITAE Y mCSCs
B4 AR 20 B R S R T AL (stationary cancer stem cells,
sCSCs)

Mani %1 % BL EMT A7 A2 B A 20 MR 1 9 240 M R
ik A=A FL MR B2 41 L Chuman mammary epithelial cells, HM-
LEs) Hid 338 Twist A1 Snail J5 &£ EMT, & 1% 55 37 i) il BR
REST TG 30~40 £, XAE R EME BAFLIR EEZ T4
. ¥ HER2/neu 3 Ras % A HMLEs(Hl HMLEN 5§
HMLER #i i) Ifi5 5 EMT & 4E 5 68 5 hn b 98 2 46 40 i 1
Bk, A BRI IE B 4 21T 40 i K 2L A i R T A
Wik EMT HCH TR . X FLRE bR A #5176 P 3R 0k
SEBT R, 5 CDA4'" CD24" 41 JfL #H Lb , CD44™#* /CD24"" 4
Jitl ) E-cadherin 1 2% 35 7K % T B% . N-4% % & 1 (N-cadherin)
M fibronectin ik ¥ fill, Twist, Snail , ZEB2 fl FOXC2 %%
T EMT R T 8% . WIE & PSS B A
W43 T R ik CDA4 I CD166 Y g + 41 i . & A1 B A ik
A7 B B0 AR s 340, 5] B Snail 2235 3 JF R EMT
RANT,

XS AR /R 5T EMT B4 {f Iob 98 40 0 4% 45 T 40 o 45
PE 755 434k 10 T 98 4 B TR B 98 T A0 B O A T T
BT AR A EMT $#1E, 25 & H 7 T microRNAs
B S G B R 2 A5 5 5 Sl RS 0 4y
FHLH
3.1 E&AE5#@E¥% TGF-p& EMT AAMELFETH T,
A A Smad R B Smad A AR 0E B % MAPK & 12 5%
P EMT 87574, £ Smad HC8E B& H, ZUIR B e 40 i 3o
FE£ 3£ 35 Smad2 Al Smad3 J& Al fit kX EMT, TGF-p 5%k &
J& N R AL R-Smad HH B ILIY R-Smads 5 Smad4 JE i
BEEGWARAEHE EMT AH G i $8 5L PR 9 % 5, 72 AR 4K
Smad & H , TGFBR2 (transforming growth factor beta re-
ceptor 11 7J B $& B R 1k 240 B A% 4 2 11 Par6 Sk 42 3E 40 il %
5 AW RA# . TGF- 76 I 57 0B A B fE D,
R U0 36 ok £ S 200 O T A R A= i G S5 D) R sk
P55 EMT HIAH M # ok A2 3 b 55 8% . 76 FL M6 4 B 7 i
IR e, R 4 Smad2 1 Smad3 A FH WP TGF-B %5 5 19 EMT
K AR EE B M ¢, TGFBR2 76 CD44 " FL 5 I8 40 g % ik
Jo AT AR S PR s TGE-B ad %, 7 CD24 ™ # i TGFBR2 &
B R B4 e S WOS VR . TGFBR #0050 77 47 5 1 3 =
CD44™ %8 4t Jd 5 I3 18] B3 1= B 48 Jif %% 4677, HMLEs w43 &
f9 CDA4Me" CD24 ' 41 Jifd 2 B H 1) 5t 41 il JE 25, N-cadherin K
vimentin 55Kk £ . TGF-p 43 HMLER J5 Al #1% Ras/
MAPK & 5 il #, i 3F BO® 1 CD44" CD24 ™" 40 Jd fi
CD44" CD24 " A fefk . 75 MCF-10A 40 b, SBR Aktl
Al i TGF-B ¥5 % A9 EMT M1+ 40 Jfg #F 38 70 #4998 =7,
TGF-R Al LIF 7T 175 5 DA &6 25 1t 28 Ji 5988 2 23 v 40 o3 o 90 i
JE T 40 i (glioma initiating cells, GICs) 7= 4= 3 & ¥ 5T BE
I3, IR BLE AR

Wnt/B-catenin A2 EMT j= A 4 FE CSCs T
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1 % ¥ T EAE L 10 Wne 8 B S 0T 42 BE 1 R 20 4k I 0
Twist Fl Slug FT3H) EMT, il 2 %1 p-catenin I & A 7] fi¢ ik
TR A8 B, 1% M L A B M P I S AR B L B-catenin 28
AR AT LG TR A0 A G 20 B A A 40 R DL 3R ST A R
B g B-catenin 25 N 5 2R K 5 30 CSCs 1Y 32 2% 1 b 983 T
iR . Hedgehog 15 =il #% 76 MR & Ak Jo T PR 4 45 b A = 2 A4E
. Hh-Gli T8 205 S EMT & 4, i P9 25 15 9 CSCs A
FRIHFE AL S Hh-Gli G AR ™ . A TH 43 9 1) 45 W 98
A B AR B CSCs ¥R %35 Hh-GlLL IR 5B k4 —3.
55 I 9 B HEL R AR AR AR N AR K LB R RS T Hh-Gli
BT . Notch 15538 B R AL 2 5 8 15 20 B 0 1= L T R4 5
KL 4k, S 5 Mg s EMT & CSCs & 42, Notch
T 6 7 I VR i TR B CD133° CSCs H Bt 383 L v-43 10 il 19
P FFEM ] Noth 15 5 38 #% J5 ¥ 5 B CSCs Bk,
TE 5 VG il U HE BT A [0 5 98 40 B b L AT B & EMT R A=
1,5 Notch 8 B #E A K,

3.2 #FHET M CDHI 45K E-cadherin & 45 [ f7 3%
B F B2 4 F, H k&2 EMT & 4 9 ZE AR &, Snail,
Slug. Twist, ZEBL, ZEB2, FOXC2 K LBX1 %% 4l 1
T B R R M CDHL B 31 FIR 8 3 EMT,

Snail Fl Slug [F N 415 8 H Snail #8 K5 1Y 5L R , P [H
S B 5 9 240 1 3 A R T A0 AR 1) 56 T L R R T
A 305 A0 WA 05 B AR B AR ST . Slug 767K P9 R AR 4 5 i 40 40
4 32 O BT S 1R B9 PR T, XN 2 LR g 04 B G A 43 A 4R
N UG B 25 1) R 300 2L AR AR 1 98 A I A A 3R AR R KT Y
Snail *, FE{Z 28 Pk 2L MR8 09 L R 0N 40 b 3 R A
Snail BiL # ik, GSK3pR & Snail B9 PR EM 7, FGF #
B PI3-K/Akt i B 7] T 9 GSK3B Ay 23k, T i Snail-
EMT {55 % . Snail 5 E3/E4 E & 454 )5 nl #% 1L-8 iy
K R AR TL-8 A 22 35 16 P 7T BELBE Snail 5 5 (19 F 400 8 45
PERTT, Twist 8 I J2: & B R SF 1 Bl 1 082 - 2R B2 % ik IR
T AENR TG A 0 & A b oA AR A . HMLER 48 il i
Feik Twist A7 KT PERE A0 A b, 36 0 5l Bk AE 7 R0 44 Dy S0
fie 11, Twist 0] FH CD24 f kK E F 7R CSCs %
R a:, Twist Bt B REEREEE B AL EMT WHEZE
IR, ] RNAL TR & 5 5 s 48 M i Twist JE K, 68 5
WAL B o A B 1 i e AT AR A ZEB SR 1 K
1, ZEB1 Fl ZEB2 /& EMT [ & 2815 40 7, [ i = 5 4 ¢
CSCs M 25 ¥ A T . ZEB1 7T AR 3E b8 59 A 8, 3 300 1 AH
KA T H M miRNAs R EMT &4 X 4 +F CSCs 1Y
FHET . d Twist, TGF-8 8 LBX1 & EMT ¥ % ™ A4 Y
CSCs 1 ZEB2 m ik,

FOXC2 7E i 4 i 2L AR s 2238, T AR 3 1 K 4 il
FHERFAEDS . LBX1(Ladybird homeobox 1)7E 1E # AILIA & 4=
B e 50 43 Ak rh R 2 R T IR R S ORUE B SR IR T R /E
LBX1 ¥k EMT & # 4 il i 7%, JF 97K CD44™ /CD24~ 4 Jifs
Bk AT A 32 2L AR R 1Y BE RS0 LBX1 EWUR A R ER/
PR/HER2 = [ 5 Jic 400 i £ 2L 3R 5 vh s 3%, LBX1 #0 7T 4
ffi i 988+ 4l i & A EMT 9 4F % 35 ZEB1, YB-1 (Y-box
binding protein-1) J& ¥ K 5 25 #4938 ( cold-shock domain, CSD)

T M By 22—, A T s R B O3 KO R Y R D Rk
S5 2R e sh KRR YB1 A 75 % RN EL R
FRAR b R A . YB-1 B A 3R A T 145 MCF-10A 4 fifg 3%
P BT A AR PO Sixd B4 RN BUCEL IR 40 M /A A 4n
i 8 7 ) ) B L3 % EMIT 9% 72 A LR b g 1

3.3 microRNAs miRNAs 1 & £ Fp o 69 % A4 Rtk &,
A MR W] miRNAs A #8735 Twist, Snail ,ZEB1 1 ZEB2
5 EMT MM HE RN F 80 A 37 1 EMT 8 #8507 %K k.
miR-200 K % 43 #§ miR-200a, miR-200b, miR-200c, miR-141
A miR-429, 1 W M L A bs & KA S
EMT #4547, 1 B4/ T ZEB1 & SIP1 mR-
NA. i #9841 i E-cadherin 235 T il EMT % 4 . %
MR 280, 75 &4 EMT A0 M 5 microRNA-200 ik
TR, 12 25 R B e Y FLAR 98 A0 B % 3R A7 7 microRNA-
200 BB K B4, Let-7. miR-335, miR-205, miR-206 , miR-
126 \miR-146a F1 miR-101 s B8 410 il fib 983 %% %% . B9 o let-7
B FEIR AL AN I, 1 miR-155, miR-10b, miR-21, miR-
373 K& miR-520c i 875 EMT {2 oF i 2 28 R 5% A0,
miRNAs & A 8 95 CSCs B T ¥, H-Ras 1 HMGA2 AJ
WA FLI CSCs 19 4 3- W35 M43 4k, let-7 al U0 2K 76 5 10 3k
AT LR CSCs B T K Wi k. R Ab S 2281, 3L
B CSCs Hrid 3K let-7 T R AR L 14 58 J sk R 7, #1 B
T fi9ga % B fig A W B R AR . miR-200¢ 78 AFLAR CSCs KAk
0w e A0 h A AE 22 R PE R K . miR-200¢ T /E A F Bmi,
FYEFF Sox2 il KLF4 % T H T, miR-200c Fl miR-
203 J& T PEAM I K 1 19 miRNAs, ZEBL 162 3k EMT & 4 1y
[ B A 322 1 1 9 3 AT 448 CSCSs 1Y T,

4 % iE

Jif g 1) e A R RS — AN AR AR W R R R R B
RS bl el LS O 2 A i w1 B e
iy B o B TRT AR AR . bR R EMT 19 & A B iR T 4
JIE % 8 4 L A 2 AT SR e JRE < AF 9 450 3 A R L H RS A A
VP £ [5) 180 R R A R A0 S ER RS A 1) EMT #3559, i — 25 58
# CSCs Ui, B v H AT A T WL 48 EMT M CSCs 19 & 4
4 BEBE W AWHRA A3 EMT 5 CSCs # 5 AE FHLHI
B 2 SR P MR R YT T RERNEAR
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