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Condom use among spouses/ fixed partners of HIV infected people: an analysis of influencing factors
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[Abstract] Objective To investigate the factors influencing condom use among spouses/fixed partners of HIV-infected
people. Methods The spouses/fixed partners of HIV-infected people were selected for questionnaire investigation. Rank sum
test and logistic regression analysis were employed to study the factors influencing the use of condom among them. Results
Totally 395 qualified subjects were recruited, and 72. 66 % of them used condoms every time when they had sexual behavior and
15.70% never used condom. The results of the logistic regression analysis showed that the factors influencing condom use
among the spouses/fixed partners of HIV-infected people included ethnicity, having children or not, knowledge about HIV/
AIDS, time when HIV was detected in spouse and self-awareness of the possibility to catch HIV from their spouses/fixed
partners. Conclusion Condom use among the spouses/fixed partners of HIV-infected people is not satisfactory in China, which
is due to multiple factors. More efforts need to be made to enforce AIDS intervention among target population. High-risk
groups should be screened on a regular basis and timely measures should be taken.
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Tab 1 Condom use among spouses/fixed partners of HIV-infected people with different demographics

Influencing

Condom use n( %)

factors i Total ' P

E Never Sometimes Always

Ethnicity 42.92 <20. 000 1
Han ethnicity 16(21.62) 13(17.57) 45(60. 81) 74
Uyghur ethnicity 25(9.69) 28(10. 85) 205(79. 46) 258
Yi ethnicity 21(61.76) 0¢0.00) 13(38.24) 34
Others 0(0.00) 5(17.24) 24(82.76) 29

Houschold registery 8. 89 0.002 9
Rural 42(21.76) 23(11.92) 128(66. 32) 193
Urban 20(9.95) 23(11.44) 158(78.61) 201

Having children or not 14.07 0.000 2
Yes 46(15.03) 21(6. 86) 239(78.10) 306
No 15(17.05) 25(28.41) 48(54.55) 88
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Tab 2 Condom use among spouses/fixed partners of HIV-infected people having different HIV related knowledge and attitudes

Condom use n( %)

Influencing factors - Total % P
Never Sometimes Always
Health consciousness 10.13 0.006 3
Strong awareness 19(9. 64) 22(11.17) 156(79.19) 197
Moderate aware 43(22.16) 23(11.86) 128(65.98) 194
Lack of awareness 0(0. 00) 1(33.33) 2(66.67) 3
Self-awareness of the possibility to catch HIV 15.97 0.003 1
Very great 5(27.78) 3(16.67) 10(55.56) 18
Great 19(20. 00) 13(13.68) 63(66.32) 95
Moderate 21(17.80) 16(13.56) 81(68. 64) 118
Little 9(8.74) 8(7.77) 86(83.50) 103
Very little 3(5.88) 5(9.80) 43(84.31) 51
Accept AIDS service 25.22 <C0.000 1
Yes 49(13.07) 45(12.00) 281(74.93) 375
No 13(65.00) 1(5.00) 6(30.00) 20
Time when HIV was detected in spouses/fixed partners 41.76 <0. 000 1
Recent month 6(75.00) 2(25.00) 0€0.00) 8
A month ago, within three months 6(31.58) 5(26.32) 8(42.11) 19
Three months ago, within half a year 7(26.92) 4(15. 38) 15(57.69) 26
Half a year ago, within one year 6(11.32) 7(13.21) 40(74.47) 53
One year ago, within three years 19(15. 32) 16(12.90) 89(71.77) 124
Three years ago 18(10. 98) 12(7.32) 134(81.71) 164
Self-awareness of the possibility to catch HIV from spouses/fixed partners 29.22 <20. 000 1
Very great 4(13.79) 7(24.14) 18(62.07) 29
Great 22(21.57) 20(19.61) 60(58.82) 102
Moderate 25(22.12) 11(9.73) 77(68.14) 113
Little 9(8.57) 5(4.76) 91(86.67) 105
Very little 1(2.27) 3(6.82) 40(90.91) 44
Knowledge about HIV/AIDS 43.96 <0. 000 1
Completely correct 3(23.08) 1(7.69) 9(69.23) 13
Fail in one question 1(2.63) 1(2.83) 36(94. 74) 38
Fail in two question 3(3.85) 10(12. 82) 65(83.33) 78
Fail in three or four 18(11. 54) 18(11.54) 120(76.92) 156
Fail in five and above 37(33.64) 16(14.55) 57(51.82) 110
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Tab 3 Results of multivariate logistic regression analysis
of factors influencing condom use among the

spouses/fixed partners of HIV-infected people

n=377%
Influencing factors OR(95%CD P
Nationality
Han ethnicity - -
Uyghur ethnicity 2.69(1. 33-5.44) 0. 006 0
Yi ethnicity 0.47(0.17-1.29) 0.144 2
Others 3.03(0. 84-10. 88) 0.089 2

Having children or not

No - -

Yes 2.15(1.19-3.89) 0.011 5
Knowledge about HIV/AIDS

Completely correct 3.72(0.87-16.01) 0.077 4

Fail in one question 22.97(4.68-112.79) 0.000 1

Fail in two 3.71(1.63-8.45) 0.001 8

Fail in three or four

1.91(1.01-3. 60) 0.045 3
Fail in five and above - -
Time when HIV was detected in
spouses/fixed partners

Recent month - -
4.61(0.61-34.77) 0.138 3

A month ago, within
three months
Three months ago, 10. 32(1. 46-73. 14) 0.019 4

within half a year
Half a year ago, within  16.13(2. 40-108. 26) 0.004 2
one year
One year ago, within 15.36(2.49-94. 90) 0.003 3
three years
19.28(3.16-117. 82) 0.001 4

Self-awareness of the possibility to

Three years ago

catch HIV from spouses/fixed partners
Very great - -
Great 1.39(0.52-3.70) 0.512 6

Moderate 2.75(1.00-7.54) 0.049 6
Little 3.53(1.23-10.18) 0.019 4
Very little 6.73(1.71-26.43) 0. 006 3

*. Some variables of the objects” data were missing, so the actual

number of objects that participated in multivariate analysis was 377
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