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Epigenetic mechanisms of chronic pathological pain: research progress

LI Wen-gian, YU Wei-feng*
Department of Anesthesiology, Eastern Hepatobiliary Surgery Hospital, Second Military Medical University, Shanghai 200438,
China

[Abstract] Pathological pain refers to the pain that caused by the tissue injury due to trauma, infection, tumor, etc. It
may turn into chronic pain if it lasts for more than one month or remains when the tissue injury is healed. Patients with chronic
pain often suffer insomnia, anxiety, depression and other mental disorders, which may seriously impair their physical function
and quality of life, subsequently leading to many social and economic problems. Recent studies have found that epigenetic
regulation may explain, at molecular level, the pathogenesis of pathological pain, including inflammation pain, neuropathic pain
and psychological pain, which may lead to the development of its therapeutic means. In this article, we reviewed the latest
research progress of epigenetic regulation of chronic pathological pain, including DNA methylation, histone acetylation and
miRNA activity.
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HFEFL M (DNA methyltransferases, DNMTs) ffE{k
DNA H A B AZ G WL s A R B2 R R 3/ 5 —
AP DI DNAHT R AR 38 -5 S0EE PR 3 3K 1 [
K. HETCAHZMAE BB, 0 5525 H
FEAH G DNA & H AR DL R i 28 0 i e 35 PR 1
S, AEACBHMOR A E AN N A 2
WEALEAT B 1 0 . R 2 5 3 £ BE SRR AL
(histone acetyltransferase, HAT) f{k £ Bt & 5 4H
RIS » U A% /IMA T 2 AR B A
T 2 s PR 1 B gy 5 B DR I ) 14 5 I AiE R [
B, T4 & £ 4 Bk Chistone deacetylases,
HDACs) B HEAL B8/ B R e sg . i M Re A 1k
PRI T e 0 5T )RR S5 4 DL S 5 DNA 255
HEMEE I BUE TR E AL A7 S G A 5T e 5
FEEE L AT S AL s il LR R A% 5 . JE4fS RNA
AL 5 5 P 3 3 11 B S R 45 RN g 0 T A
miRNA A 70~100 N R 14 & I& 25 46) Hif 4% v 5
1438 BEENZE A8 mRNA Y 33 FE M mRNA B,
P B, DT 2 5 941 204 L 1 B O T AR g
YRR, MR R g RNA W35 K& 5 5% 5%
SRJE WA DL e 5 H At 2 0 35t 1% ~E AL A A AR
FIYY . miRNA GBS 15482 815 2 U35 4% % 8455 119 AH
Kl Rf E miRNA Y 235 IR Al T8 A 52 0 2 AH 5
L PR ) 2 SRR R4 PR )RR

2 RMAERBRRTE S

PAEPIF A FH R Al 7 AL PR EO
VERTEDT HE R AZ 45 (A0 F1 C 27 48) T3 &0 »
S EPR B E R H ARG — PR A 2L i A
IS SR FR I XoF B S A S AR BT R 25 S i R
U o BERIAIESE rhod LA T AR P B BUARUR Bl
43 B4 (complete Freund’s adjuvant, CFA) 48
BR W) ] £ R AP,

2.1 DNA w4t CpG4E5EH 2(MeCP2) 454
DNA FHIAE) CpG A7 i 5 AT 41 45 e L P 0 5
KL T BR AL J5 19 MeCP2 W 2% 25 40 NV 14 45 A RE
T FER AR PESIR AL, CFA 14 30 min
J5 A RETS R 2 o MeCP2 FBERR (b 53538 hn » HL
MeCP2 HAZ AP FIK B B A7 AE A G A nl L
FE DNA HBEACTE A 8 v [R) 28 70 19 Hh X S R
TR IR 4 T P B 0 P R I SRR L kA

DNA H3 bt 2 55 00 3 M2 2 10 1 JE Bl 3
ZH DNA A Y & B CpG & 4R vh T Ik Jfsz
FRHL B T3 8 Al (transient receptor potential
AL, TRPAD ) i 2l ¥, 1 TRPAL J2E#EMER
IRTESI A5 P sz 3 B AR 1 4 s T e L H
Jet Bh T AE PR 1B A 1 A R B A o 3
b, T8 TRPAL JEPF3h TN B U &
AR I B T T R R 2 J S 18 Ik R P

2.2 WkG LB AEACELIE DNA H
AL AR E 5 DRI E A B A 2 B 5% o 3 %o 40 i 14
WA R EE Y . HDACs fifk I dE 5 488 1 43 B ik
T AR PR 5 S KO B4 280 HDACs #1001 571 4
TR AT AR R R BT A rh IR 28 13 S BR Aok
S IR A I R UE R 2 B HDACs #0570 T DA 4%
RUEPIRT . Bai F G LB CFA i 5 % 1
S/ BB B 1 19 HDAC2 | 85 B4l i oy 1 5t
HDACs 1§ il 7 CfR 5z 3 At iy o7 30 5 £ A 5§
LAQS2H) HJREA R 2 CFA P 0yt . 76
RER MR R, K WI45 7 1 28 HDAC 1 i 71
MS-275 SLAR 7 it b REAE B 2 0 AR a6 b AR
R E R RFIIO 5 2 B By i . — &5
HEHE W] HDACs # il 5 r] 7E ¥ B K P-4l 1 2
Tk A2 ik PR 5 5% A R R0 VR A2 DRI T A 2R
B R RS WA R YT F B

2.3 miRNA miRNA K2 17~24 IR, fE
45 4 G B 1 19 mRNA, % 5 [ 2200,
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miR-124a [ FIRFEAKTRES) (RS . IR, &5
257 miR-124a 2RI J5 . WS 75 3 IR AT R s
b, FH] miR-124a 518 MR AHOG, JERE S 2 4 &
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VE R HR YT
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B3Ry J R e X R 2 B 22 B R . S g =
FEE AT AR 0 b 22 OB 15 21 P 28 vl 20
PRSI A

3.1 DNA W4 DNA H AL i 50 oF F
DNMTs il . Bai 55 B 5% & B K BUAL B il 2212
PEFF 455 (chronic constriction injury, CCD )5 14 d
B8 L&A Z 1 DNA H B4k, & H 8 N 35
DNMTs #ili il 57 5-% 2% il # (5-azacytidine, 5-AZA)
AEWE W] 2 o/ DNAFHEARRR 2 T s 55 CCT 5] 2 1)
TR . 5-AZA REIR R B 22 B0 R 1K
JAFH] DNMT's Sl 50047 B o R L 2R 97 2
Py, Zhong SEPH G K B CCT M BRI Ji5 A0 AR
BT IR AR A B AR B AT O RS R ik
W EAZ P 4 R KRR 1Ak, CCT M US04
{2 h DNMT1 Rk iy T 51 2 DNA AL K
A A AR Bl 2 B AR T RESE AT P 43 0
L B IR i 7 A 2 WL ist A%~ kA% s o Jis AR 1 28 B
FASAT N W 7 1 A8 M B P o st A% /Y
FMBAL VAL .

3.2 E v LBLAL  TEM AN PEIEAR B Sh PR
RIrh G BEAN L Y 428 10 S AL 2 5 0 o B0 B
. FRA S LG B BT A R R A R A A AR
HDACI (335 FIRFIZE 1 H3 SR TR,
7T B A P 5 B (IR S 1 HHDACs $10Ak57)) ]
VAGEARAE 0 2 25 L5 A R oo BN AT LA S o M
I TS 3 AR S A 1 Bz, 6 B HDACs ij
7R BE % Pl 38 P 22 95 FH R P 10 — BB e IR
JE BN AR RO/ 1% BB 5 (cyclin-dependent kinase 5,
Cdk5) J&—MTERN 22 K 7 5 5 fh ] 98 1 i g v b
AR 22 &R/ S R R O 5 R o B S
HPER 1 A R AR DG . IR BRI AR B
o 45 A & [ (eyelic AMP response element-
binding protein, CREB) & HAT Wy#s %A+, LA
SR A WA G AT W) 8k PR e S 1
P, Li SRR R 3. i) CREB A5/ Cdkb
JAaF EHEH He WAL RT L IR CCT K B E
HA CdkS , ITITT5 T IF4ERRPR s T ) CdkS 5
CREB nJ #5220 CCT R BRABYPIR RO . Al DLAs &
A9 HAT Sl 500 A1 HDACs 00 i 77 459 7] 72200 1 15
TSR R AR s (EEAR I R A SRR AT S 58 v
S R0 28 foke = R S e L R B LA SR AT AT R H:

A RS
3.3 miRNA  miRNA 7E# £ B AR A6 R
(35 5L I ) S PR A2 Uk S 8 Ak BFSR 3R
B AR B 5 AR T o miR-195 Yk
IR B ALSILE 2 d BRI A T miR-195 1Y
Fibk FIRREEEE D 14 A, miR-195 ik L
T 7 A E w2450 AL R 5 R A
FH miR-195 411 77) J W€ B AH Sz 25 2R 5 miR-195 411
1) 70 R 0 ey &1 Je o 2 48 Pl S SR /N R T 24
H W, W] miR-195 A GE 18 i 41 i) /)5 J52 5 48 J vy
Wi 5 | K 28 S R 20 BT

B B S O ik e 3ot A 1D A8 10 5 Fi T
] 45 45 i@ {8 ( voltage-gated calcium channels,
VGCCs) 1 Wi 25 VIR &P — 8 4 4F T B
VGCCs 1] DA ok 3518 P& 9 . Favereaux 2505 B 5%
B RRZ A LR BE B8 A TR ZE  miR-103 9
FEIRFEAR T VGCCs i L 7 Cavl. 2 7308 5
P e Hh BN 45T miR-103 RERE IR 240145
51 A S LR » R W S B miRNA
5 VGCCs fA7EDNRER & o A Hs I7] 42 Bh 08 38 78 5 4
22093 PRI A3 BE AL AH 5 . miRNA R LA
055 DE A s i A2 . K BUR Rl 2 2551
14 d Jg, REEFRMZT T miR-Ta i R35 0] B FE
5 1M miR-7a B0 HLUFE [T P BB TE Y B W, B2
T B0 T B A 3. Sakai S 3R 08
miR-7a i RAH MG 75 1A K B MR B 22719 /5 RE 1%
B E DR IR AR miR-7a WK B A AU
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4.1 DNA kA A BRI ) 5 58 TR0
B J5t 26 [ EE, AT g TS OB R B R 2 K
(glucocorticoid receptor, GR) FIE 'S it 7 ik 2=
&I A 7 (corticotropin-releasing factor, CRF) Tfij
FEUEEAIR . A WL N eSS T
Fr - AR b Bt 1 5 i a3l i ik HA R
S, Moloney 45 7R K W 3075 5 1BS A N JIE
R )R BB B AV A R B GR O 3l i YR AIR
BFHE . GR 9 3RIK T FEIEXT HPA FE i 67 S i 5
CRF J3 81 B 346 7K 7 1 [ e mRNA K- F
I P R ) W e B R R o0 . HPA %l
PN FLRE T B . 2B GR fil CRF 1) DNA H 3E4k
ARZS B HAR DG PR 38 1 el 72w 8 S 30 i (2
HBAAHUEIA FHRADTIE . MRS B 7
MRz 26 DNMT1 4 4208 2L 8RR
A& 1(cannabinoid receptor 1, CNR1) a3 T
A LA, NI R 8 CNRL fy 23k, i Ho TRPVL
PP VE s » TS IBS By N IESR AER . |E
BTSN 1BS B & HLA B FE S i 1 37 A4 S8 e, OF
F 5 N30 R GEAHIE R AR TR AL ~E A i X
PR A 52 S B L] .

4.2 &G TEA  Winston ZEBU 25T 228 K B
— R RIS [R]BICYE 1) 1 ORIV A B M S
AT i T X0 T2 P82 ) M s oy A fl Y 5 R o i 2 T
FELE 18 v U N, H LG HEYE JE AR Z 5 1 BE A
P58 2878 37 [ T (brain-derived neurotrophic factor,
BDNF) 8 [ 52 78 5 #) I/ RNA - 3 45 AR @i ik
BDNF (1% 2 35 31 0] DAl 5 o M i G ) g 8 v I
I, 26 B 5 46 865 M /9 BDNF 28 HKF B AH
Ko MO FFE LG T MEME S AR HAT i 2 E R
AR T A ) LI G 1) e R 0z [T BsF BDNE 1)
mRNA FIEE [ FKEH T RS 328 HAT flil 51
A REIE A ) BDNE (1) 2% 3K 22 fff 18 4 1 5 | 1)
Wi S U 0 . Tran 860 X K N5 5 IBS #E 7Y
IR 8 DR B B A7 iR % B 48 L A H 45 T HDAGs
PfIFI R E R A7 d s SR A IEE B
VL 5 3 ER 7K W75 1) 0 g S I 2 U
PRI o R4 iy 18 DX 3 ) 2 OR 3 1% 2 388 2% W g ol
SRR VN B R R — SRR AR

4.3 miRNA Zhou ZEB3 HE5E & B IBS B3 MK

TR RN 25 iy A U AEAE 5 E miRNA 1 R ik 2k
JH miR-29a J HA0 28 A BERE 5 U 2 5 1BS (1
AR BT R AR S R R M e 3 A 1 B o 1y
IBS f & 1N % Bl miR-29a A9k I, IF@ i 4
SRR IBS R 3 1 38 3 35 1, M 33K
RS B 18 L 5 17 HL 2SR 4t ) 790 T 3 sk
FNBAL TS 52 W FIAT T 38 Dh e 25 AL L R mi
WYL S I A k. miRNA B BFSE b o — 4 T i
IBS {55 B AR FRAILHI LA S L2 Wi Fia 7 S 4 T8k
i ABRE R miRNA JEYT 1BS 197 714 A Pkav .
R TN T 70 IRVT PR A FE 251 % 4k A
F14 SR, LA S 25 i 4 2

5 RES5RE

TEA A 1 1 P i B A T T 14 2 WL 3t A 2
WSRO AL . G TRES A Y 2RI REAS 15 B B ik A
AL s SN 5 AL S 22 P A L AR R AL
AR AR PEPE I 257 G AL 9 B R ABLA . DNA
Ak ZHEE 1 2 BEAL A miRNA 4 2235 7K - 2 8 iE
HATE R BRI A 220 B P LA SO A DA P e
KR R BRI A L W] U I B A
ARAMITE AT — R R I A 27 X 18 R e Tl
FI8Y PR [T R « AR A O A8 T 2 75 ) S L it A A B
R AT BOR 3R S BE— 25 B 18 o B PR
Joa R AE AL o

P8R PR R LA AR L £ R B MR e i 25
R 5 TP A PR DR 280 vl 3 B0PE i (i IBS) ,
HOARR R IR PR A R TR L
AP AR L5 5 SO S 25 TR 2 DI
S s A DR AR Ay i 45 P 5 R SRR AT 95 0 5 15
LRI AR  XABUERAE T — BRIV IR #L AT T
LI n] RE SR RO (2 BE PR A BRI 32 R iR T ASOR o
T35 s RAEAR Z20F Tk S 20 28 L 3t 1 2 AH G 11
GRS & PR A AT R (H R M 45 44 A 2
REAT T — 2 5, A I8 o 24 ) B9 R S P Dl A
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