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Pathologic changes of facet joint in chronic low back pain: a prospective study of 516 cases
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[ABSTRACT] Objective: To study the role of facet joint in chronic Iow back pain and 10 evaluate the effect of resecting the
facet joint capsule during lumbar operation. Wiethols. Five huad:ed nad sixteen patients with degenerative lumbar disease

were employed in this study and were =venly divided into 2 groups. Patients in the experimental group received annular cau-

terization of zygapophysial joint casule using electro-knife and their articular facet was destroyed. The zygapophysial joint

capsule of another group remian intact. All patients received a mean of 34 months followup, ranging 6-240 months, and their

lumbar motility at 6 months, 1 year, 2 years after operation was observed. Results: In the experimental group, the low back

pain disappeared in 172 cases, relieved in 64 cases, remained unchanged in 16 cases and deteriorated in 6 cases; while in the

control group., the low back pain disappeared in 114 case, relieved in 108 cases, remained unchanged in 28 cases and deterio-

rated in 8 cases. There was no singificant difference about the motility of treated segment according to pre- and postoperative

x-ray {ilm in 2 groups, but there was significant difference in those who had obtained complete cure of low back pain between

2 groups(¥:=26. 63, P<C0.001). Conclusion: Annular cauteriz

during lumbar operation with no complications.

pain.

ation of the facet joint capsule can cure or relieve the lumbago

The degenerative change of facet joint is one of the causes of chronic low back

[KEY WORDS] lumbar vertebrae; zygapophysial joint; low back pain; orthopaedic procedures
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Tab 1 Comparison of clinical data between 2 groups

(n)

G Age Sex Segments of disc herniation Segments of stenosis
TOUp N Fbs

(TE5.t/year) Male  Female One Two Three One Two Three
Experimentat 258 51.9425.3 121 137 134 71 8 70 25 10
Control 258 52.94+24.6 123 135 139 68 G 72 23 10
Total 516 52.4424.8 244 272 273 139 14 142 48 20
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Surgical treatment of larynx leukoplakia with microlaryngoscopy :a therapeutic analysis of 27 cases
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