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[ ABSTRACT] Synaptophysin, a presynaptic vesicle protein found in all nerve terminds, is readily detectable by immunocyto-

chemistry andis useful in the identification of axona nerve terminals and synapses. Upregulation of synaptophysin might play an

important rolein neurotransmitter release and neuronal plasticity. Synaptophysinisincreased in the superficial layersof the dor-

sal horn during the development of chronic pain. Synaptophysin levels are temporally correlated with therma hyperalgesa, but

not with tactile allodynia. Upregulation of synaptophysin might be one of the mechanismsfor neuropathic pain.
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