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Oxymatrine-induced apoptosis of HepG2 cells: the possible mechanism
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[ABSTRACT] Objective: To investigate the effects of oxymatrine(OM) on the apoptosis of human hepatoma HepG2 cells and
its possible mechanisms. Methods: HepG2 cells were treated with different concentrations of OM. The proliferation inhibition
was measured by MTT assay and the apoptosis of HepG2 cells were examined by Hochest staining method. Flow cytometry was
used to analyze the cell cycle distribution and apoptosis rate. The expression of caspase-3, Bcl-2, Bel-x. and Bax proteins was
assayed by Western blotting assay. Results;: OM inhibited HepG2 cells growth in a time- and dose-dependent manner. After
treatment with OM for 24 hours, some cells appeared typical apoptotic characteristics and the apoptosis rate was increased.
Treatment with OM also increased caspase-3 activity and Bax expression in HepG2 cells,and decreased the expression levels of
Bel-2 and Bel-x,.. Conelusion: OM can induce HepG2 cell apoptosis, which may be related to the down-regulation of PISK/Akt
signal pathway,suppression of Bel-2 and Bel-x,. activity.and activation of caspase-3.
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OM W 5 v [ 245 i 15 A= ol it Az e i, DY AR
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SO) . 2K W JE fiff BE % ( PMSF). s 0 g Ik
(leupeptin) 2= L3 H 8 H (BSA) | = e L it 12 4k
(SDS) . 1A 4 B g . N, N =3I H XU TA) 4 B i, DY R
L (TEMED) (i B B8 #% 33 ) Sigma 23 w7 il
RPMI 1640, i & (1 8§ M fig 2 L35 4 Gibeo 77 i,
Annexin V-FITC/PI ¥ #5 i ik 7] & ( Medsystems
Austria) ,Bax.Bcl-2.Bel-x. £ W B Pk . HRP brid
IgG Z 4 B X L A4 TR A Al , caspase-3
By PR Akt 2 W BE A B Santa Cruz 2 A,
B-actin B vw [ HT AW H Sigma 2 W, B R Akt
(pAkt,Serd73) PRI B Cell Signaling 2
A] L DAB 45 B0 S A b5 bl A R A R
AT,
1.2 @mieth  HepG2 4 Mk b A% % AL AR IR AFHE
I R IR RPMI 1640 58 &8 72 %6 (5 10 B K
W /N 2E I 100 U/ml # % %M 100 mg/L B %
)L, BT 37C MM ECh 5% 1) CO, By 77 46 vh B
T HON B A KA T
1.3 MTT HARmeg a4 E  MTT 0
S TR 4 i 1 B A A, OGS B AR I A i, B
5X107 /L (% BEBR T 96 LR, AL 100 pl, K56
BT A AN TR R B (0,0, 1,0, 3,1,3,10 mmol/L)
M2 R 6 AL, 37°C 5% CO, WA fE
SEEAR PN B R L IO B 2 W EOAS 1 25 ) ) B
FEW 100 pl IMAZ5H) )5 73l 55 9% 12,24 .48 h, R AL
AN MTT (5 g/1L) 10 pl 3597 4 h 5, W5 k5 5%
LRI 150 pl — R MR, 3% B2 4 35 5 il 4
fi s B AR AL 570 nm BN D E L #% A A K
A5 M A R T A AR R (00) = O TR 4T
DH—4241 D) /X4 D <100% , SEEE
23K,
L4 me®EFIa O A 90 i 3 pp
F 6 LB MR P, Al G BEJSE 7 B L5 A 0.1.3,
10 mmol/L 1) OM 5 &, 24 h 5 &L M A ho-
chest 33342 ¥ Al L W FE 24 10 mg/L, 37°C %
A 30 min JFREALINAN 4 %0 Fve B 22 2R WY 0 0, Al
FLAOREE R 1%, 4°C [ 5 40 L 15 min, W57 55 95 W
Jo TG TR T L% UE T AN D A
1.5 m e B Ak IO B KU g i DL AR R
2X10°(3X10° /ml) [ %5 FE $ Rb T 15 72 b L 40 o )0
BEJG .50 B3 S A mA 0,1.3.10 mmol/L 1]
OM, W H 24 hJaJH 0. 25 % i i 55 BT A 40 e,

A9 0.1 mol/L PBS#E¥E 1 ¥, #&J5H 1 ml PBS
HERJG A 2 ml B4 B TG/K S BEME 30 min, |
BURT L W BT ] b AR, 250 70 B L T PBS 35 vk
1T WINPT 3 (50 mg/L), & il T 8% 44 1 30
min, 7 24 M 0CHEAT 40 i 8 DNA & &= 4 A, 1
ST 41 L 0 o A

1.6 AXmp K2 mie A F  BOSHE K
(1740 B8 LLAEE 2 < 10° (3 X 107 /ml) IR % 5 3% Bl T 15
FEM A0 G BE S L FE B, S AL BN 001,33,
10 mmol/L ) OM, W& 24 h Ja H 0. 25 % BEEIK
BRI T S U BE A0 B, B A AN A R EORC T 1< 10°
AN T 1) PBS ¥k 1 5 & 0°C UK, I 490 pl
EEEMW, BRGNS pl Annexin V-
FITC F1 5 pl PICAWRIE A 1 meg/L) ,BEGHER 20
min Ji7 37 BRI HEAT G G0 OCR I oF S0 g TR
1.7 Western FP 48 pAkt,caspase-3,Bax,Bel-2
Fo Bel-x, & @ 69 &8 USSR K 10 4n g DL A3
1107 I 2 B Fe b T~ 55 9= b L 40 i Wi B ) 7 B
FH M 0,1,3,10 mmol/L 1 OM, & 24 h
Je WA BT A 4, 4°C PBS Pe¥ 2 Ik, I TV (1 4
M2 A 2% o Wi, UK b R 15 min, AR W 4°C
10 000X g & 30 min, 5 M Bradford ¥l &
AR, SRR L 15% SDS-28 A 4 Bk e Bt i
MUK 73 B AR BT, VKOS R R R A R R AT 4k R K
FLK R PBST (0. 02 % Tween-PBS) It il 1 5%
JRE NG Wk W 37°C 1A 2 h JE . 4 S pAkt, Akt
caspase-3,Bax.Bcl-x; fl Bel-2 — 3t 37°C & M 2 h,
PBST #E¥E 2 W BER 15 min, 5 B B AR 0 10 56
WU 37°C RN 1 h, F PBST %2 vk 5, L DAB
B FHE S NPT actin PR & LR E K —
S

1.8 it Fa® HLl x+s Rix, KA SPSS
10. 0 BAF AL IR R ¢ K56, P<<0. 05 R P 41
M RTG2HEL,

2 &% B
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e R E R (R 1. OM A HepG2 41 12,
24 .48 h J5 4H () 1Y 5E A0 ] S BE A 2 W 9K B I 8
K AE HT IS 8] 1) ZE K 8 35 38 i (P <<0. 05) , & R 4F I
AR KR,
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B TEE T2/ CIEL 1B 5 Bt A A1 9 R 10 38 4
0 K A g U T A AR R S 2 A i AR A

AR EAE A (E 1C.1D),

% 1 OM *f HepG2 4 A3 K B9 1 &I £ A

Tab 1 Inhibitory effect of OM on HepG2 cells
(n=6)
12 h 24 h 48 h

Concentration . . .

el LT perg B pewg IR pewy b
0(Control) 1.586+0. 14 1.660+0. 13 1.467+0. 15

0.1 1.535+0. 14 3.23 1.442+0.17" 13.13 1.235+0.12" " 15.79

0.3 1.399+0. 14"~ 11.78 1.192+0.16" * 28.18 1.013+0. 12"~ 30. 97

1 1.214+0.13"* 23.47 0.9104+0.09" * 45.17 0.85340.06" " 41. 85

3 0.8054+0.12** 49. 23 0.5934+0.13"* 64. 25 0.6234+0. 11"~ 57.56

10 0.2324+0.05" " 85. 38 0.188+0.06" * 88. 69 0.19940.06" 86.42

*P<C0.05, " * P<C0. 01 vs Control group

1
Fig 1 Morphological observation under fluorescence microscope

A Untreated cells; B:OM(1 mmol/L) ; C:OM(3 mmol/L) ; D:OM(10 mmol/L). Original magnification: X400

2.3 OMstémfe Bl B e &k Kk OM 1E ] 24
h 5 28 340 AR 6 A i R4 B R B G/ G T
I i LG A5 A7 35 B R R A SL G /M I A
Eb A1) B AR S~ 4l B Bl BT T G /G (R 2)

& 2 OM 3 HepG2 #H i B # &9 52 1
Tab 2 Change of cell cycle in
HepG2 cells after exposure to OM

%)
S, e e s
0 53. 87 12.87 33.26
1 63.42 13.40 23.18
3 72.25 5. 89 21. 86
10 77.16 1.28 21.56

2.4 OM*THepG2%me B T8 % £ WAL ER

Hochest 33342 WA BER

A M A B B A B R R U T B R
TEA M, A N BB R TR A L A N R R P Tl
g, &R B 2) %W .1.3,10 mmol/L 1 OM EH
24 h R T 2 B 2. 7% .10, 2% f125. 1%,
By A1, 220) i OM BV % HepG-2 41
WL T, HEA SR A

2.5 OM #F HepG2 282 pAkt.caspase-3 &L ¢5 %
o SRR LB A OM R E (1,.3.10 mmol/L) [
B an e pAkt B A )R IE WAL K 3) ;5 k8
H OM WK FEZ PN, FF a6 H B caspase-3 FEME A B
CHAXS 73 7 i 17 000, B 4),

2.6 OM & HepG2 %8 % Bax.,Bcl-2 #= Bel-x, & @
AEeFem  BEA OM WK, 41 A Bax &
11 2R 0K W 2 48 00, 10 Bel-2 R Bel-x, & A 1 R A
WY W BRI (& 5)
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2 OM X} HepG-2 ¢B At A T= B9 &2 1D
Fig 2 Effect of OM on apoptosis of HepG2 cells
A:Untreated cells; B: OM(1 mmol/L) ;C:OM(3 mmol/L); D:OM(10 mmol/L)

1 2 3 4
— — pAkt
— s

3 OMIRES pAt EARIEHXF
Fig 3 pAkt expression induced by OM in HepG2 cells
1:Untreated cells;2:OM(1 mmol/L) ;3:OM(3 mmol/L);4.:0OM(10

mmol/L)
1 7 3 4
' e | = Caspase-3
Gy Vi sy camaler | — B-actin

Bl 4 OMIKEL caspase-3 EARIZHIX AR
Fig 4 Caspase-3 expression induced by OM in HepG2 cells
1. Untreated cells;2:OM(1 mmol/L) ;3:OM(3 mmol/L);4.0M(10

mmol/L)

- « |— Bax

— Bcl-2

— Bcl-xo

— p-actin

5 OMIRES Bax.Bcl-2 #0
Be-x, EHRIEHIXF
Fig S Bax,Bcl-2 and Bcl-x,, expression induced
by OM in HepG2 cells
1. Untreated cells; 2: OM (1 mmol/L);3: OM(3 mmol/L); 4: OM (10

mmol/L)
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JIPgeE & — eEE WL L 22 o , FL b R v bR 2
T fE T N A R e P B 2R, RIE R o R
(09 Ay R 8 I o L L K M | £ G g AR,
PRT e <3 4 v 2BUMIG 75 R PR 25 40 DA B B e il 1 2 4
YRR BT N AR, OM A 2 iR 40 i R
AEZN AR, 2 H BT o o5 i #od . LHt
iR VR FH AL 3 A0 EE 5 3 e 4 P 0 s L 35 i
6 A1 Ak, 0 550 sty R i S R A i R 4 R AT
A FCAA U e e A - BLEI AN 4E

=I5 B SR B, OM AT B 840 HepG2 41 il
BUBE L, CHHEE A 8. 0 /L I n) H B T 0, AT 48 O
OM R A7 3 M8 40 i HepG2 W T2 (M4EH . {2 OM
U5 MR 41 M HepG2 ¥ T2 11 4 ¥ WL v A 35 4 L [
e ASHIE SO I 2 A 5 08 OM 175 3 iR 40 2 HepG2
FTWE AT T 560, 3 X e AL 34T T 12—
SPIERV, F hochest 33342 Bt J5 £ 58 6 BBt
MEZF] OM 21 H IR 5 10 B BT 4 % e (0 AR T Bk
R T A0 M s 3 — 28 R U A R g5 R R W], 10
mmol/L ] OM 1E ] 24 h J5 4l L i T3 m] 3k 25. 1%,
XEELE RSP IESE T OM X HepG2 41 i F A7 W 2
T2 S L I B AA = RO

3-Tk MR WL % ¥ 5 ( phosphoinositide 3-kinase,
PI3K) FER 018 T 5 L 5 Ake( 44 8 10N
B,PKB) 4 i 11 PI3K/ Akt 15 = 1l 1% 7€ 40 Jid (1) 3% 58 AN
R A E M ERTY, PIBK/ Akt 18 B 1)U
AR R — R VR L 54 B Akt 7] U BAD
K] Ser136 7w W IR AL . 47 2L BILIT BAD 5 3 ) 41l i 94
=09 G S ML T 15 5l B8 B caspase-9 1Y AT 14 56
196 {7 Ser R 1L , B 1L caspase-9 Xt Apaf-1 1145 & &
TEACAE T A8 L 2R &, AT BEL BRI P 905 2 9 T A% 5 Ak
WHEREFR 1L Bel-2 K5 A 3 Bax ¥ Ser184 7 &1, 41 1
PEARTE TR . AP WA T OM X Akt H
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FIEM LM, R ILRE A OM 3 B (1 34 0, Ake B8 18 1k
AR IR B W PG, 3R OM 7] fig i 1ok #00 ) PI3SK/
Akt I8 T 5 S 40 L T,

W20 T2 500 A T i
caspases Z K G AL 5 R BEMIA/E . Caspases g &K
BRI C R BLA 14 Bl L B SO B B IF A2 BT
caspases # 2 5 41 ML M 1= x M, K A caspase-3.
caspase-6 ,caspase-7 A& 7| 2 40 L 0 T 1) B AR AT B
H A ) caspase-3 A T-HX AL AT, 25 40 o R T2 ) 32 B3
JOE PRI R A I T 2R 4l B (0 35 CL nT e B
caspases M 2 5 1] 9 JK J2 B, caspase-3 #% 015 J5 24 fi#
FE AR AR 43 F I ER 17 000 K /N RE PR A, T] gk —
WOE IR N DI, 1 B DNA #1538 , T8 B DNA
v B [ I m T AR R 4 i P 2 R e R S AR
TR 00 O 5 2 T i, 3 A M Py A R 2 L I R T
A A T8, BT, AR T OM
Xt caspase-3 # % B I W, K OB OM K JE 1K)
I, caspase-3 WG PE b B 1) 8 1 3R 08 8 8 I ey, A
MESE OM 7] 3l & 335 caspase-3 75 T 40 i 1=,

Bel-2 5 /& H i 78 S - N IR O T 458 i A
Bel-2 & 40 M0 N HLH TR 1 A 88 Sk AR R, BH 1k 2
FEARBE T caspase, B84 1 H S5 5 08 1245 5 18 B% 1)
PEFYY, Belx, B2 Bel-2 KR+ 5 Bel-2 B AT H
AT RE I T-HIHIFE N L 5 Bel-2 A7 44 Y6 AR [H] 4544
HHEEUT ,Bel-2 5 Bel-x, R R 23K Bax &5 &
DL B B R AEED . Bel-2 ( Bel-xi) /Bax B
ST E A TSRS T U R R, Y
Bel-2(Bel-x; ) i f 1], 40 ff S8 8 T, k2 41 i 5 1
EFHFHAER N RAERT, AL T OM Xf
Bel-2 5 15 & A W 52w, 45 3 & 3L OM W] BLfig 1
HepG2 40 il Bax {334, #4] Bel-x, F1 Bel-2 & H
Feak , it — 20 3 B OM AT fig 18 i #0  HepG2 4
LA Bel-2/Bel-x, WP L k2D 40 M (4 2= C IR, I
i caspase-3 & A UEIM I caspases &K FIBER KR, 15T
I T R A, 2 OM 15 5 40 M 0 T2 2 5 i A7 3L
il Ry A% A HE— R IBESR
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